






Table 5. Breed effects on performance, trial 1

Item

Number
Weights

Initial
55 day
119 day

Daily gains
0-55 3.55 3.47

56-119 3.51ab 3.22b
0-119 3.35 3.26

Carcass hot weight 660 689
Dressing % 61.0 61.7
Rib eye area, in.2 11.8 12.3
Rib eye area, in.2/cwt 1.80 1.80
Fat over rib, in. .40a .48a
KHP, % 2.3 2.3
Marbling 12.7ab 13.6a
Federal grade 12.5 12.6
Yield grade 2.8ab 3.0a
Cutability 50.6b 50.3b
Choice, % 52 64

abcMeans in a row with different superscripts differ significantly (P<.05).

Hereford Angus
1542

Table 6. Breed effects on performan~e, trial 2

Hereford
Breedtype

AngusItem

Number
Weights

Initial
56 days
124 days

Daily gains
0-56

57-124
0-124

Carcass weight
Dressing %
Ribeye area

sq. in. 12.6 12.7
sq. in./cwt 1.70 1.72

Fat over rib, in. .58ab .64ab
KHP, % 2.6 2.8
Marbling 12.8 14.6
Federal grade 12.6 13.1
Cutability 49.2 49.0
Choice, % 62 63

abMeans in a row with different superscripts differ significantly (P<.05).
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780
1014

1206

803
1018
1198

3.27ab
3.60
3.43

737
63.7

2.94b
3.35
3.14

738
64.2

Breed

Blackbaldy

37

688b
929ab

1095

3.54
3.4 7ab
3.39

679
61.5
12.1

1.78
.43a

2.3
12.9ab
12.6
2.9ab

50.4b
63

Blackbaldy

33

798
1019
1207

3.05b
3.40
3.22

743
64.2

13.2
1.79

.65a
2.8

14.0
12.9
49.1
70

Crosses

45

672bc
918ab

1084

3.65
3.57a
3.45

673
61.1
12.3

1.83
.32b

2.3
12.4b
12.4
2.7b

51.3a
41

Crosses

78

785
1027
1212

3.41a
3.40
3.40

746

64.1

13.1
1.77
.53b

2.8
13.8
12.9
49.8
63
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This as well as the consistently increased marbling of the Angus steers and
generally higher Federal grade suggests that the Angus steers are closer to
mature size than other types tested and need to be marketed more promptly
when finished than other breeds. Again, in these two studies dressing percent was
lower for the Hereford than other breed types. Carcass value estimated from
cutability favored the exotic crossbred steers. When sold on a live basis, exotic
crosses are often discounted. Grade and yield marketing may improve the eco-
nomic return on such cattle as these data suggest that carcasses were fully as
valuable and cutability was higher than for other steers in these two trials.
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